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General Session – The Richest Man in Town 

V. J. Smith is a professional speaker and published author.  He graduated from 
South Dakota State University in 1978 and spent the decade of the 1980s 
working for the Allied Signal Aerospace Company in Kansas City.  Returning to his 
alma mater in 1990, V. J. worked for six years in the SDSU Athletic Department 
and was appointed executive director of the SDSU Alumni Association in 1996.  
In January 2007, he left that position to pursue a career in professional speaking.   
V. J. authored the best-selling book, The Richest Man in Town, and also 
Jackrabbit Tales.  Currently, he is the president of Life’s Great Moments and 
resides in Brookings, South Dakota. 
 

 
Clinic Session – Practical Tips for Avoiding Special Education Legal Disputes 

Julie J. Weatherly, Esq., is the owner of Resolutions in Special Education, Inc., with 
attorneys in Birmingham and Mobile, Alabama.  For more than 26 years, Julie has 
provided legal representation and consultative services to school districts and 
other agencies in the area of educating students with disabilities.  She has been a 
member of the faculty for many national and state legal institutes and is a 
frequent speaker at special education law conferences.  In 1998, Julie was 
honored by Georgia’s Council for Exceptional Children as Georgia’s Individual who 
had Contributed Most to Students with Disabilities and, in April 2012, she received 
the National Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE) Award for 
Outstanding Service. 
 

 
 

 

General Session – How Children Learn: Brain Research and 
Inquiry-based Science  
Dr. Ken Wesson, college professor, author, and education consultant, will 
share facts on the neuroscience of learning, the physiological basis of how 
learning occurs inside the human brain, and ways to create learning methods 
that are “brain-compatible.”  He will help us understand how the issues of 
early brain development, emotional intelligence, diversity in learning, and 
design and implementation of curriculum all impact how well our students 
are able to learn.  

Friday, October 25 
8:30 a.m. - Patterson/Lamborn Room 

Saturday, October 26 
8:00 a.m. - Lamborn Room 

Friday, October 25 

10:00 a.m. – Patterson Room 


