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Opening Session 

Jimmy Tingle will kick off the convention with his unique style of comedy and 
commentary with a relevant message.  One of the top social and political humorists in 
America, Tingle has a career spanning three decades as a comedian, writer, actor, 
activist, and entrepreneur.  He has appeared on The Tonight Show, CNN, Larry King 
Weekend, and Late Night with Conan O’Brien and has produced several comedic and 
theatrical productions.  A Harvard graduate, Tingle grew up in the working class and that 
perspective continues to be a major influence in his life, politics, and worldview.   

General Session:  Welcome to the Great Conversation: Building Public Support for Public 
Schools – One Community at a Time 

Jamie Vollmer is an award-winning advocate of public education.  He has worked 
for the past 25 years to help schools and their communities remove the obstacles 
to student learning--both in and out of school.  Jamie is the author of the highly 
acclaimed book, Schools Cannot Do It Alone, proclaimed by the American School 
Board Journal as one of the “top ten books of the year.” He is the 2010 recipient of 
the Learning and Liberty Award presented by the National School Public Relations 
Association for his efforts to build trust and support for public schools. 
 

 
 

 
Clinic Session: Students Serving on School Boards  
Ed Massey has been involved in school board work for the past 18 years having 
served on the Boone County, Kentucky, Board of Education and as president of the 
Kentucky School Boards Association. He is a past president of the National School 
Boards Association.  
Dawson Schefter is a high school junior from Langdon Area High School.  He is an 
active member of both his school and the Langdon community.  As a non-voting 
member of the school board, Dawson is working toward reform both locally and at 
the state level to improve education and further leadership prospects for North 
Dakota youth. 
 
 
 

General Session: Generation Me 

Dr. Jean Twenge is a Professor of Psychology at San Diego State University and the 
author of more than 110 scientific journal articles and book chapters.  She is the 
author of Generation Me where she explores why the young people she calls 
“Generation Me” are tolerant, confident open-minded, and ambitious but also 
disengaged, narcissistic, distrustful, and anxious. Dr. Twenge incorporates the 
latest research, data, and statistics, as well as stories and cultural references, to 
show how “Gen Me-ers” have shifted the American character, redefining what it 
means to be an individual in today’s society.   

 

Thursday, October 29 – 3:00 p.m.  

Friday, October 30 – 9:30 a.m. 

Friday, October 30 – 8:00 a.m.  

Friday, October 30 – 1:15 p.m. 


